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breast cancer or cervical cancer. Congress 
found that women responded in large numbers 
to efforts by government and others to encour-
age early diagnosis using mammography after 
the Breast and Cervical Cancer Mortality Pre-
vention Act was enacted in 1990. However, in 
1999 Congress recognized that because the 
screening did not provide coverage of treat-
ment for women above the poverty level, the 
screening legislation had the tragic but unin-
tended consequence of informing these 
women of a serious disease that demanded 
immediate treatment but leaving them without 
the means to seek that treatment. Later, Con-
gress amended Title XIX of the Social Security 
Act to provide medical assistance for the 
women screened and found to have breast or 
cervical cancer under a Federally funded 
screening program. 

In today’s bill, I have endeavored to provide 
the same relief for men. This bill allows men, 
earning up to 250 percent of the poverty level, 
who are diagnosed with prostate cancer 
through a Federal screening program for pros-
tate cancer, to qualify for treatment using 
Medicaid funds. The program would target 
men who are low-income, uninsured or under-
insured men who, nevertheless, do not qualify 
for Medicaid and do not have private Insur-
ance. 

Prostate cancer outranks breast cancer as 
the second most common occurring cancer in 
the U.S. and the second leading cause of can-
cer-related deaths. However, diagnosing this 
cancer is often less expensive, and unlike 
breast cancer, often does not require imme-
diate treatment. Prostate cancer treatment 
does not require invasive surgery in many in-
stances. Many prostate cases can be diag-
nosed with a simple Prostate-Specific Antigen 
(PSA) Test unlike the high technology mam-
mography machines used to detect breast 
cancer. Many men are advised to wait and 
watch for the development of the disease be-
fore seeking treatment. 

However the rate of cancer deaths coupled 
with available treatment is strong evidence 
that many lives could be saved at consider-
ably less expense if early detection and treat-
ment were more available. Although race is a 
factor, every man over the age of 50 is at risk 
of developing prostate cancer and should be 
screened. Veterans that have been exposed 
to Agent Orange also have a higher risk of de-
veloping prostate cancer. Many doctors rec-
ommend yearly screening for men over age 
50, and some advise men who are at a higher 
risk for prostate cancer to begin screening at 
age 40 or 45. Many black men are at the high-
est risk of prostate cancer—it tends to start at 
younger ages and grows faster than in men of 
other races. Currently, Medicare provides cov-
erage for an annual PSA test for all men age 
50 and older but men still do not fall within ex-
isting requirements to receive Medicaid. 

I urge my colleagues to join with me in es-
tablishing this program guaranteeing treatment 
for men diagnosed with prostate cancer. It will 
meet an immediate and pressing need in com-
munities across the country, and across racial 
and class lines. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support this 
bill. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to praise the work of Ms. Betty Bigombe who 
has worked tirelessly on the Northern Ugan-
da’s peace process for over two decades. Ms. 
Betty Bigombe’s story was featured in the 
Washington Post on July 11, 2007 in an article 
entitled, ‘‘The Woman Behind Uganda’s Peace 
Hopes.’’ 

Ms. Bigombe was the primary negotiator be-
tween Joseph Kony, the commander of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and the Ugan-
dan President Yoweri Museveni. Ms. Bigombe 
first started working on the northern Ugandan 
peace process in 1988 when Museveni ap-
pointed her as the minister of state for the 
north. Ms. Bigombe was called to action again 
on Feb. 21, 2004 after reading news dis-
patches of a massacre at a displacement 
camp in Barloonyo. 

Ms. Bigombe contributed to the peace talks 
by meeting with Joseph Kony and his army 
and urged them to sign a peace agreement. 
While the peace talks in Northern Uganda are 
now being led by southern Sudanese medi-
ators, Kampala officials and the LRA continue 
to regularly consult with Ms. Bigombe. 

Ms. Bigombe has my deepest respect and 
admiration. She has put her life on the line 
and became the voice of nearly 2 million dis-
placed Ugandans and 25,000 children who 
were kidnapped and forced to serve as sol-
diers and sex slaves. The road towards peace 
in Northern Uganda has taken personal sac-
rifice on the behalf of Ms. Bigombe. For in-
stance, she has personally financed her oper-
ations while in Uganda and lived off grants. 
She found herself bankrupt in 2005 as a re-
sult. In addition, working on the peace process 
demanded time away from her family and 
loved ones and she often found herself miss-
ing birthdays and other celebrations. These 
are life moments that she simply cannot get 
back. 

Ms. Bigombe and others like her should be 
celebrated for their bravery and contributions 
in bringing peace throughout the world. 
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The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3093) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes: 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Chairman, this is an impor-
tant bill that funds many crucial priorities for 
this Nation. I offer my congratulations to the 
gentleman from West Virginia, Mr. MOLLOHAN, 
for crafting a bill that balances important in-

vestments in law enforcement and economic 
development with the need to maintain our 
Nation’s scientific and technological leader-
ship. 

Nowhere has Chairman MOLLOHAN shown 
more foresight and wisdom than in his deci-
sion to increase our national investment in 
NASA, which has been at the forefront of hu-
manity’s exploration of the cosmos for the past 
39 years. 

Earlier this year, I told NASA administrator 
Michael Griffin that I viewed the President’s 
budget request for NASA as a floor and not a 
ceiling. That request, for $17.3 billion, was 
$1.4 billion below the congressionally author-
ized level and, in my view, shortchanged too 
much science on the one hand, while allowing 
no margin for error whatsoever in terms of 
human spaceflight. 

This budget crunch at the space agency has 
been brewing for several years. To start, the 
costs resulting from Hurricane Katrina and the 
Space Shuttle Return-to Flight after the Co-
lumbia tragedy were never recouped by 
NASA. Second, several big-ticket and vital 
missions have exceeded cost estimates and, 
third, the addition of the Hubble Space Tele-
scope servicing mission adds an additional 
funding burden to NASA. 

At the same time, the FY 2007 Joint Reso-
lution reduced NASA’s human spaceflight pro-
gram budget by $670 million, the practical ef-
fect of which will be at least a 6-month delay 
in the launch of the new Orion and Ares I, a 
delay that will increase the 4 year ‘‘gap’’ in 
American human spaceflight capability and in-
crease our reliance on the Russians to launch 
and recover crew for the International Space 
Station. 

And, Mr. Chairman, even as we speak, the 
People’s Republic of China is working hard to 
become a dominant space power—both in the 
civilian sector and in the military use of space. 

This budget crunch has brought us to a 
point of reckoning. Congress and this Nation 
are going to need to make some decisions 
about the value of space to our national life. 
I know that there is broad and deep support 
for NASA and its mission and I also believe 
that we should begin to ramp up the NASA 
budget to make our push back to the Moon a 
reality, while continuing to answer the great 
fundamental questions about our own planet 
and our place in the cosmos. 

It is the area of space science that most 
concerns me and where I think that Chairman 
MOLLOHAN has been especially responsive to 
the needs of America’s scientific community. I 
have a special concern for space science as 
my colleague from California, Mr. DREIER, and 
I represent the Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL), which is the crown jewel of NASA’s ef-
forts to explore the solar system and the uni-
verse beyond. 

One of the most exciting endeavors that 
NASA is engaged in is the search for the 
presence of planets around neighboring stars. 
NASA’s search for planets and life beyond our 
solar system is having increasing and dra-
matic success with over 105 planets now dis-
covered. 

For years, JPL has been working on a plan-
et hunter spacecraft and the Space 
Interferometry Mission program has success-
fully passed all its technological milestones 
and is thus ready for development. SIM is ex-
pected to examine 2000–3000 stars for plan-
etary systems to fulfill a critical step in the 
search for Earth-like planets. 
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